There is no 'history of the Franks' from their early period, though there are certainly texts that provide plenty of Frankish history. In this chapter, I provide analyses of the earliest narratives of Frankish history up to the reign of Childeric, the first securely attested Merovingian king. For the most part, I shall be comparing the early eighth-century Liber Historiae Francorum (lhf)-the first 'national' history of the Franks, in that it is devoted solely to Frankish history-and the mid-seventh-century 'Fredegar' chronicle, though the histories of Gregory of Tours from the end of the sixth century will also be used for comparison where appropriate. The first two sections of this chapter are introductory, providing an overview of Frankish history, and a survey, in chronological order, of these three texts and their contexts, along with brief summaries of their narratives of early Frankish history. I then move on to a discussion of the narrative of the Trojan origins of the Franks, followed by analyses of its sources and its function.
more or less distinct peoples who were grouped together under the confederate title of 'Frank' , and the panegyric on Constantine refers to a "terram […] a diuersis Francorum gentibus occupatam" even as early as the end of the third century.3 It is not clear, however, to what extent this reflects the self-perceptions of the people the Romans called Franks; both the use of the ethnic designator and the notion that the Franks were a confederacy are more likely to manifest Roman perspectives on them than their own concepts of their group identity. Some of these peoples continue to be mentioned as having a contemporary existence in sources for several centuries afterward.4 It is scarcely possible to compose a narrative history of the Franks from contemporary evidence before the end of the fifth century, as the material is too fragmentary; it is only from this point that the sources become more coherent, with the rise of the Merovingian Franks under Clovis. There was probably no effective imperial administration in northern Gaul by the early fifth century; and over the course of that century, the Franks appear to have taken the place of the Romans as the military authority, adopting, however, many Roman norms.5 Although by the early sixth century the Franks, now largely unified under Clovis, were clearly the dominant powers in most of Gaul, the region nevertheless appears to have remained essentially Roman in terms of culture and the forms of administration at this point. 6 The Merovingians (c.480-751) created a kingdom comprising most of what are now modern France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and parts of modern Germany and Switzerland;7 under the Carolingians (751-987), Frankish rule
